
MAY 2011

SHDA SPRING PICNIC
SHDA members and neighbors gathered in the 3100 block of South Hull Street and Saturday,  May 6, 2011.  Our master chefs, Joseph 

James and Tony Warner were hard at work, grilling the best burgers, hot dogs, Conecuh sausage, and wings known to mankind.  Members 
and neighbors brought salads, baked beans, coleslaw, macaroni and cheese,  desserts,  and much more.  SHDA Vice President Walter Thomas 
showed up with the music and added ambiance to the event, including a tune by Nancy Wilson that this ancient editor recognized as having 
been performed many years ago by the late, great Dinah Washington.  
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Best Chefs in Town! Our Secretary!

Hula Hoops Are Back in South Hull!

District 7 Councilman Arch Lee

Enjoying the Shade!

Many thanks to all those who helped out:  President Susie Paul for making all the arrangements with the City; Chefs Joseph James 
and Tony Warner for once again serving up the best burgers, hot dogs, wings, and Conecuh sausage in town; Vice President Walter 
Thomas for the music; and all those who brought delicious dishes to share with everyone and helped set up and take down tables.  

We also appreciated the opportunity to meet and get to know our newly elected District Seven City Council Representative Arch Lee, 
who attended with two of his young sons.  They all appeared to enjoy themselves, and several members and neighbors took advantage of 
the occasion to bring some neighborhood issues to Mr. Lee’s attention.  We look forward to Mr. Lee being a frequent visitor to SHDA 
meetings and hope he will be our featured speaker for an upcoming meeting.  

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE

BY GLENDA McNAIR.  The Yard of the Month for June 2011 is located at 3245 Wilmington Road and is owned by Barbara Wiedemann.  
When she purchased her home, there was very little landscaping other than a couple of trees.  She began to fill in spaces with plants and shrubs.  
Six years ago she purchased the lot behind her home and created a curved brick path through a lush wilderness with two water features opening 
onto a spacious patio.  This large area allowed her to grow delicious figs, pears, peaches, loquats, blueberries, blackberries,  asparagus, and a 
variety of herbs.  Barbara enjoys sharing her home and garden with her friends, her chickens, and her dog, Angel.

Barbara has taught American Literature and Poetry at Auburn University Montgomery for 20 years.  I was amazed that her home was not 
filled with bookcases!  Instead she has used her space to display a very interesting art collection, most done by local artists.  

Her very spacial love is backpacking in mountains around the world.  She has traveled to and hiked in Bhutan, Patagonia, the Italian 
Dolomites, the Pyrenees, Peru, and the Himalayas.  

Knowing how busy Barbara is, we can appreciate her involvement in the South Hull District Association.  When residents on Wilmington 
Road were notified recently that they would need mailboxes at the curb, Barbara contacted the postmaster, and she and Cheryl Chamlies 
circulated petitions to the neighbors, working to have this order rescinded, and they were were ultimately successful.  Cheryl also went to each 
house on Wilmington with the historic designation forms.  Many residents responded to their efforts. 

Well done, Barbara, and thank you for helping make the South Hull District a place where we can all love where we live!
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The South Hull District Association News is published by the South Hull District Association:  SUSI PAUL, President; WALTER THOMAS, Vice-President; 
DOROTHY JAMES and SARAH GAY EDWARDS, Co-Secretaries; DICKY SANFORD, Treasurer.  The South Hull District Association meets at 6:00 p.m. 
on the last Thursday of every month at the Fairview Farmers Market, 60 West Fairview Avenue.  Dates and featured speakers are announced in this newsletter.  

The SHDA hosts featured speakers on a variety of subjects of interest to our members and neighbors.  Everyone is welcome.  Please join us in our efforts to 
improve our neighborhood for the benefit of all residents.  MIKE FALZONE is Editor of the South Hull District Association News.  Submit articles and other 

materials no later than two weekends before the meeting date to southhulldistrict@knology.net

BY OLIVER SMYTH.  Some of our 
neighbors seem to think the Cloverdale 
Village business area is closed.  That is not 
the case.  All the businesses on Cloverdale 
Road are open, accessible, and have parking 
available (yes, it is hectic at lunch!).  Some 
people who have frequented Cloverdale 
Village over the years are confused by the 
blockades and have decided the road is 
closed to them.  Most understand “LOCAL 
BUSINESS TRAFFIC ONLY” means area 
streets are open if one wants to shop, have 
clothes altered, cars serviced, bank, get one’s 
hair done, eat or drink, but through traffic on 
Cloverdale Road must detour to Felder Ave.  

Jay Taffet of JTM Aviation recently 
took the aerial photograph (above) showing 
the construction underway on Cloverdale 
Road.  It shows streets are accessible, 
parking is available (but underutilized), and, 
hopefully, all the businesses are open. 

The intersection of Graham Street and 
Cloverdale Road is closed making 

navigation more difficult.  Shops on both 
ends of Cloverdale Road can be reached 
even if one’s usual route must be altered due 
to construction.  The Brass Fountain 
Shoppes’ parking lot is accessible via its 
wide entrance, and the A&P Shoppes have 
street parking in front on Cloverdale Road’s 
500 block accessed from Cloverdale Road 
and Felder Ave.  There is no question about 
the 400 block of Cloverdale Road being 
open after looking at the picture with all the 
parked cars.  Parking is also available on 
Graham Street. 

Tang’s customers unfortunately cannot 
access that business from Cloverdale Road.  
Instead, they must turn onto Graham Street 
from Felder Avenue.  

Cloverdale Service Center can be 
reached from Graham Street or Cloverdale 
Road.  Regions Bank and the shops and 
restaurants in the 400 block are accessible 
from Norman Bridge Road and South 
Decatur Street.  

A few of the businesses have been hurt 
by the misperception they are unreachable or 
closed due to the construction.  The photo 
above clearly shows the streets are open, 
though reaching one’s destination may be 
more difficult than usual.  Once the 
Cloverdale Village Project is completed, this 
part of the district will be more pedestrian-
friendly and fully handicapped-accessible, 
with wider sidewalks and trees.  Traffic 
calming techniques are being utilized to 
reduce traffic speeds on the streets.  

Cloverdale Village is open for business.  
Visit your favorite shops and eateries today!

(EDITOR’S NOTE:  Oliver Smyth  is 
Cloverdale Village’s representative on the 
board of Historic Southview Inc., which is 
involved in this project and several others in 
the area.  He and his wife have been 
residents of Old Cloverdale for more than 30 
years.  Several districts,  including South 
Hull, are encompassed by Historic  
Southview, Inc.)  

CLOVERDALE VILLAGE IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!!

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
Greetings, Neighbors!  
Thank you to everyone who made our annual picnic so much fun.  Joseph and Tony brought their grills—along with tables and chairs 

and other necessaries—and did the cooking, hot dogs and hamburgers as well as Joseph’s famous wings.  The rest of our group supplied all 
manner of side dishes,  from macaroni and cheese to apple-cranberry pie, with all kinds of salads in between.  The weather was absolutely 
beautiful,  and we sat together in the quiet, shade-dappled street, talking and laughing and watching the children climb a tree or two and 
generally chase around until they were exhausted.

This event behind us, however, it is time to focus on a couple of priorities.   First, we need a volunteer to write our BONDS grant for 
2012; the applications will be sent out next month, grants due in August.  Be reminded as well that if each of us will attend one of the 
meetings included in Regina’s regular, emailed lists (reiterated by Mike in his memos),  we will not have to scramble when it is time to be 
held accountable for such attendance in order to get whatever money we are granted!

Given our recent close call with the post office over mailboxes, we should be reminded that we must get moving on the historical 
designation campaign.  As Barbara and Cheryl discovered as they gathered signatures and spread information regarding the mail-box 
situation, going door-to-door may be the very best way to accomplish getting the required number of signed letters.  

See you at the next meeting, the last Thursday in May.
Susie Paul 
President, SHDA

FAIRVIEW FARMERS MARKET 
CORNER

The Fairview Farmers Market, located at 60 West 
Fairview Avenue is open for business seven days a week, 
Monday through Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Rumors have been 
circulating that the market had closed.  Please be aware that 
is not the case.  The market is now back to full-time 
operations under the auspices of Alabama State University.  
Manager Flora Brown  continues on at the market assisting 
with the transition.  

At this time Chilton County peaches and strawberries 
are now in stock, as well as all spring vegetables, fruits, 
peanuts,  flowers,  and more.   Make the Fairview Farmers 
Market your headquarters for all your produce needs and 
get the best local produce from Alabama farmers.   The 
market needs our support!

Thanks again to Ms. Flora for her continued hospitality 
in hosting the SHDA monthly meetings.  

MAY 26, 2010, SHDA MEETING
On May 26, 2011, at 6:00 p.m., we expect Corporal Watts of the 

Montgomery Police Department to speak to SHDA about the Neighborhood 
Watch program and the annual Neighbors Night Out in June.  Corporal Watts 
is now performing the duties formerly assigned to Officer Bettis, who spoke 
to SHDA several months ago.

Corporal Watts was scheduled to speak to the group at our April 
meeting, but in the wake of the devastating tornadoes in north Alabama, he 
was sent to Tuscaloosa to provide assistance to local authorities there and 
was unable to make it to our meeting.  The MPD was unable, on such short 
notice, to send someone else in his place.  

There are other items on the agenda as well:  including SHDA’s bid for 
historic designation, an update on the two remaining SHDA signs to be 
erected at the corners of Court Street at Edgemont Avenue and Fairview 
Avenue at Norman Bridge Road, and more.  

As always, the meeting will be held at the Fairview Farmers Market, 
60 West Fairview Avenue, at 6:00 p.m.  Social Hour begins at 5:30 p.m.  
If you have not renewed your membership for 2011, now is the time!  If you 
have not yet become a member of SHDA, now is the time to join.  
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Aerial Photography by Jay Taffett of JMT Aviation

MORE ON CLOVERDALE VILLAGE
BY SANDRA NICKEL. Six years ago, a group of Montgomerians—who felt the commercial corridors in Midtown had tremendous 

potential to enhance quality of life and property values as well—began a series of charrettes to envision improvements that reflected the 
dreams and desires of nearby residents.  The second of those design brainstormings focused on the area known as Cloverdale Village 
around the intersection of Graham Street and Cloverdale Road.

Today those dreams are becoming reality.  The Cloverdale/Graham intersection is being reworked to include not only beautification but 
measures to slow traffic and protect pedestrians who will be able to wander safely from shop to restaurant to lofts.

Local merchants,  however, feel the dream’s realization has become something of a nightmare for them.  Shoppers and diners have 
misinterpreted the “detour” signs to mean they cannot access their favorite commercial places.  But as the aerial photo on page two clearly 
shows, Cloverdale Village is very much open for business!  So come, shop, dine, enjoy, and participate in the achievement of the dream!
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13 THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU
1. Of course I look familiar.  I was here just last week cleaning your carpets, painting your shutters, or delivering your new refrigerator.  
2. Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was working in your yard last week. While I was in there, I unlatched the back window 

to make my return a little easier.  
3. Love those flowers.  That tells me you have taste--and taste means there are nice things inside.  Those yard toys your kids leave out always 

make me wonder what type of gaming system they have.
4. Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the driveway.  And I might leave a pizza flyer in your front door to see how long it takes 

you to remove it.
5. If it snows while you're out of town, get a neighbor to create car and foot tracks into the house.  Virgin drifts in the driveway are a dead  

giveaway.
6. If decorative glass is part of your front entrance, do not let your alarm company install the control pad where I can see if it is set. That 

makes it too easy.
7. A good security company alarms the window over the sink--and the windows on the second floor, which often access the master bedroom-

and your jewelry.  It is not a bad idea to put motion detectors up there too.
8. It is raining, you are fumbling with your umbrella, and you forget to lock your door--understandable.  But understand this:  I do not take a 

day off because of bad weather.
9. I always knock first.  If you answer, I will ask for directions somewhere or offer to clean your gutters.  (Do not take me up on it.)  
10. Do you really think I won't look in your sock drawer?  I always check dresser drawers, the bedside table, and the medicine cabinet.  
11. Helpful hint:  I almost never go into kids' rooms.
12. You are right:  I will not have enough time to break into that safe where you keep your valuables.  But if it is not bolted down, I will take it 

with me.
13. A loud television or radio can be a better deterrent than the best alarm system.  If you are reluctant to leave your television on while you are 

out  of  town,  you  can  buy  a  $35  device  that  works  on  a  timer  and  simulates  the  flickering  glow of  a  real  television.   (Find  it  at  
faketv.com.)

8 MORE THINGS A BURGLAR WILL NOT TELL YOU:

1. Sometimes I carry a clipboard.  Sometimes I dress like a lawn guy and carry a rake.  I do my best never, ever to look like a crook.  
2. The two things I hate most:  loud dogs and nosy neighbors.
3. I will break a window to get in, even if it makes a little noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, he will stop what he is doing and 

wait to hear it again.  If he does not hear it again, he will just go back to what he was doing.  That is human nature.  
4. I am not complaining, but why would you pay all that money for a fancy alarm system and leave your house without setting it?
5. I love looking in your windows.  I am looking for signs that you are home and for flat-screen televisions or gaming systems I would like.  I 

will drive or walk through your neighborhood at night, before you close the blinds, just to pick my targets.
6. Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook page. It is easier than you think to look up your address.
7. To you, leaving that window open just a crack during the day is a way to let in a little fresh air.  To me, it's an invitation.
8. If you do not answer when I knock, I will try the door.  Occasionally, I hit the jackpot and walk right in.

Sources:  Convicted  burglars  in  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  California,  and Kentucky;  security  consultant  Chris  McGoey,  who 
runs crimedoctor.com;  and Richard  T.  Wright,  a  criminology  professor  at  the  University  of  Missouri-St.  Louis,  who interviewed 105 
burglars for his book Burglars on the Job.

PROTECTION FOR YOU AND YOUR HOME

If you do not have a gun, here is a more humane way to wreck someone's  evil plans for you:  wasp spray (I guess I can get rid of the 
baseball bat).  A friend who is a receptionist in a church in a high risk area was concerned about someone coming into the office on Monday to 
rob them when they were counting the collection.  She asked the local police department about using pepper spray.  They recommended that  
she get a can of wasp spray instead.  The wasp spray, they told her, can shoot up to 20 feet away and is a lot more accurate, while with the  
pepper spray, they have to get too close to you and could overpower you.  The wasp spray temporarily blinds an attacker until they get to the 
hospital for an antidote.  She keeps a can on her desk in the office, and it does not attract attention like a can of pepper spray would.  She also 
keeps one nearby at home for home protection.  

On the heels of a break in and beating that left an elderly woman in Toledo dead, self-defense experts have a tip that could save your life.
Val Glinka teaches self defense to students at Sylvania Southview High School.  For decades, he has suggested putting a can of wasp and 
hornet spray near the door or bed.  Glinka says, "This is better than anything I can teach them."  Glinka considers it inexpensive, easy to find, 
and more effective than mace or pepper spray.  The cans typically shoot 20 to 30 feet; so if someone tries to break into your home, Glinka says, 
"spray the culprit in the eyes".  It is a tip he has given to students for decades.  It is also one he wants everyone to hear.  If you are looking for 
protection, Glinka says, look to the spray.  "That is going to give you a chance to call the police or maybe get out."  Maybe even save a life.  

Thanks to William E. Gordon, Special Investigator with the Alabama Department of Insurance, Consumer Services Division.  

JULY 29, 2010 MEETING
The South Hull District Association will meet at  6:00 p.m., on Thursday, July 29, 2010, at the Fairview Farmers Market,  60 

West Fairview Avenue.  There will be much business to attend to:  the status of historic designation, advertising for this newsletter, our 
newly reconstituted Love Where You Live Team, progress on the 2010 BONDS grant project (historic markers at the four corners of our 
district), a proposal for the 2011 BONDS grant (applications are due soon), and more.  

Additionally, our very own Tangela Parker Ekhoff will entertain the membership with her considerable comedic talents.  Tangela 
is a wife, mom, and stand-up comedian.  She trained with Judy Carter at Comedy Workshop in Los Angeles. She has performed stand-
up comedy in  Los Angeles,  New York, Birmingham, Atlanta,  Palm Springs,  Auburn,  and Montgomery.   She is  also a writer and 
producer.  She produced her own one-woman show, "The Recession Maid Me Do It," at the Capri Theatre in 2009.  The show is a 
hysterical look at Tangela's life as an over-educated, recession-era maid.  

Tangela owns  Ekhoff Home Improvement, a full service property preservation contracting firm.  She is also an EPA certified 
Lead-Safe Renovator.  When she's not scrubbing toilets, Tangela loves spending time with her husband, René, her children, Ashlee, 
Daniel, and Adam (ages 22, 4, and 3—yikes!), and her wonder dog, Budda.  

Tangela and René bought the worst house on Southmont Drive and have spent every waking hour and every dime of their kids' 
inheritance renovating the home, which they have affectionately dubbed, “Ekhoff Manor.”  Join SHDA for an evening of much needed 
comic relief on July 29, 2010, at 6:00 p.m.  (Social hour will start at 5:30 p.m.)  

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
SHDA's Future Depends on You!

Please plan to attend the July 29, 2010, meeting of the SHDA, at 6:00 p.m., at the Fairview Farmers Market.  A matter of importance 
which may affect the future of this organization will be discussed, and your input and participation are kindly requested.  

Membership:

While updating the membership database, it was noted that some residents either last paid SHDA dues in 2009 (or before) or have 
never joined SHDA.  All residents of the District receive this newsletter every month.  All are invited to attend SHDA meetings and 
events.  All are welcome to participate in the growth and enrichment of our Association and to help fulfill our mission: 

1. to promote the quality of the neighborhood enclosed in its boundaries (The South Hull District consists of the area bordered by 
South Court Street, Edgemont Avenue, Norman Bridge Road, and Fairview Avenue);

2. to monitor actions by other organizations, City, and State governments, as those actions affect the quality of the neighborhood, 
including those actions which are outside the boundaries of the District.  

Perhaps some of you simply forgot to pay your dues; perhaps you are just getting around to it; perhaps your check is still on the 
mantle awaiting a stamp.  Or, perhaps we did something wrong and—if we did--please let us know how we can make things right. 
Email President Lauren Dunning at ledunning@knology.net or telephone 263-0111.

We hope that you continue to support SHDA this year and in years to come.  It is to the benefit of all to keep our neighborhood up to  
a standard equal to the historic neighborhoods around us—Old Cloverdale, the Garden District, and Cloverdale-Idlewild—and to be 
noticed as a valued and proudly diverse midtown community.  Membership dollars help us in this endeavor.

Annual SHDA dues are $25 per household.  Please make checks payable to:  South Hull District Association.  Mail to SHDA 
Treasurer Dicky Sanford, 146 East Fairview Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama  36105.  Or, bring your check to the next SHDA meeting 
on Thursday, July 29, 2010, at the Fairview Farmers Market.  If you are unsure of your membership status, please contact me at the 
email address or phone number listed above.

THANK YOU!  

JULY 2010MAY 2011

SHDA SPRING PICNIC
SHDA members and neighbors gathered in the 3100 block of South Hull Street and Saturday,  May 6, 2011.  Our master chefs, Joseph 

James and Tony Warner were hard at work, grilling the best burgers, hot dogs, Conecuh sausage, and wings known to mankind.  Members 
and neighbors brought salads, baked beans, coleslaw, macaroni and cheese,  desserts,  and much more.  SHDA Vice President Walter Thomas 
showed up with the music and added ambiance to the event, including a tune by Nancy Wilson that this ancient editor recognized as having 
been performed many years ago by the late, great Dinah Washington.  

A D V E R T I S I N G

 

  
 

The Lattice Inn 

 
“Heaven on Hull” 

 
10% discount to  
SHDA members. 

 
 
 

1414 South Hull Street 
Montgomery, AL  36104 

334.262.3388 
www.thelatticeinn.com 
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Best Chefs in Town! Our Secretary!

Hula Hoops Are Back in South Hull!

District 7 Councilman Arch Lee

Enjoying the Shade!

Many thanks to all those who helped out:  President Susie Paul for making all the arrangements with the City; Chefs Joseph James 
and Tony Warner for once again serving up the best burgers, hot dogs, wings, and Conecuh sausage in town; Vice President Walter 
Thomas for the music; and all those who brought delicious dishes to share with everyone and helped set up and take down tables.  

We also appreciated the opportunity to meet and get to know our newly elected District Seven City Council Representative Arch Lee, 
who attended with two of his young sons.  They all appeared to enjoy themselves, and several members and neighbors took advantage of 
the occasion to bring some neighborhood issues to Mr. Lee’s attention.  We look forward to Mr. Lee being a frequent visitor to SHDA 
meetings and hope he will be our featured speaker for an upcoming meeting.  

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE

BY GLENDA McNAIR.  The Yard of the Month for June 2011 is located at 3245 Wilmington Road and is owned by Barbara Wiedemann.  
When she purchased her home, there was very little landscaping other than a couple of trees.  She began to fill in spaces with plants and shrubs.  
Six years ago she purchased the lot behind her home and created a curved brick path through a lush wilderness with two water features opening 
onto a spacious patio.  This large area allowed her to grow delicious figs, pears, peaches, loquats, blueberries, blackberries,  asparagus, and a 
variety of herbs.  Barbara enjoys sharing her home and garden with her friends, her chickens, and her dog, Angel.

Barbara has taught American Literature and Poetry at Auburn University Montgomery for 20 years.  I was amazed that her home was not 
filled with bookcases!  Instead she has used her space to display a very interesting art collection, most done by local artists.  

Her very spacial love is backpacking in mountains around the world.  She has traveled to and hiked in Bhutan, Patagonia, the Italian 
Dolomites, the Pyrenees, Peru, and the Himalayas.  

Knowing how busy Barbara is, we can appreciate her involvement in the South Hull District Association.  When residents on Wilmington 
Road were notified recently that they would need mailboxes at the curb, Barbara contacted the postmaster, and she and Cheryl Chamlies 
circulated petitions to the neighbors, working to have this order rescinded, and they were were ultimately successful.  Cheryl also went to each 
house on Wilmington with the historic designation forms.  Many residents responded to their efforts. 

Well done, Barbara, and thank you for helping make the South Hull District a place where we can all love where we live!
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